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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear friends, 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and happy 
New Year. I can’t believe it is the end of January already. Time flies by 
so quickly.  

We started our year with a service on the 6th January where we 
Inducted our new Elders. Well this year it was Chris Gayford, Ruth and 
Alastair Clark returning to our Elders meeting. Also at this service Becky 
Jemmott brought Issy for a blessing and dedication. As this was the first 
Sunday of the month we joined together to celebrate communion.  

I felt it was a good start to the New year to consider how we are called 
both as a church and individually. Both what does that call feel like, 
and what are we called to do. Becky had felt called to come back to 
Park a couple of years ago and it felt so right for her she became a 
Church Member. Issy too is very settled with her new Park Family and 
her blessing was to mark this occasion for her and recognise the calling 
on that family.  

The Induction of three Elders and recognising the service of all Elders 
and Members who serve on the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee. All of these have responded to a call to serve both from 
the congregation and from God. As we celebrated communion 
together we all had responded to the call to come to the table of our 
Lord.  

How the Lord calls us is many and varied. Some may hear him talking to 
them. Some might feel an impulse that they need to respond to. Very 
often it is by what other people might say to us. Usually several. It is 
quite amazing how these ‘coincidences’ happen.  

What are we called to do? God will never ask us to do anything we 
cannot do. We may feel that sometimes it may be difficult but God will 
not leave us to cope alone. He will always be there to guide and 
support us if we let him.  

Roger  
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Update on the Vacancy.  

As I shared with you in the last letter and at Church Meeting. We will be 
joining with Hungerford URC to form a joint partnership.  

We have had a couple of meetings. The first, the Church Secretaries, 
myself and Fiona Hobson met with Rev. David Downing, our Interim 
Moderator. We also have had a joint meeting with the Hungerford 
Vacancy group , Simon King , Rev David Downing and myself. This was 
to discuss and look through our Pastorate profiles to see the best way of 
providing a joint one.  

The Profile that we have already shared with Church Meeting and 
agreed will only need some very minor changes and some pictures 
added.  

We are aiming to have this presented to the next Area Pastoral 
Committee meeting and Moderators meeting in April. At this point the 
vacancy will be made public.  

Roger. 

Church Family News 

We pray for Issy Jemmot and for all her 
family following Issy’s dedication on Sunday 
6th January. May this be a time of great 
blessing for them all.  

We pray too for all the Church Officers and Elders at the start of 
another year in our church life. We ask for God’s guidance on their 
discussions as they continue to lead the church through this time of 
ministerial vacancy.  

We continue to rejoice that Phebe Mann has responded to God’s call, 
and we pray for her following her commissioning as a Lay Preacher on 
Sunday 13th January. We ask for God’s blessing on Phebe and David in 
their ministry together.  

We congratulate Lorraine Bhebhe, who has announced her 
engagement, and we pray for Lorraine and Charlie as they look 
forward to their future together.  
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We pray for those who mourn. Sylvia Wise’s brother, Billy Short, died in 
hospital on Christmas Day. We pray for his widow and three grown-up 
children, and for Sylvia and the rest of the family. 

We pray for those who mourn, giving thanks for the life of Peggy 
Molyneux as we send our love and sympathy to all the family. Peggy’s 
late husband Albert was the former minister of Broad Street URC, and 
together they worshipped at Park for some years following their 
retirement. A service of thanksgiving for Peggy’s life will be held here at 
Park on Monday February 4th at 12.00 noon.  

Our prayers are also with Beryl Winston, a member of the Friendship 
Club, whose nephew has died at the age of 30 after a long illness. We 
pray for Beryl and her family. 

Our Brownie leader, Carol Halliwell, had surgery in the Royal Berks 
recently. She is now home but will be out of action for a while. We send 
our love to Carol and pray for her and the family at this time. Sue 
Thompson’s mother has been unwell following a fall and an attack of 
shingles. We pray for her, and for Sue, and for all the family as they 
support each other at this difficult time.  

We continue to pray for Elizabeth Knox, who is making steady progress 
at home following a fall just before Christmas. We send our love and 
prayers to her and to Alistair.  

Our thoughts have been with Frances and Tim Lancaster, whose son 
Joseph recently spent a night in the A&E Department at the Royal Berks 
following the frightening experience of an anaphylactic reaction. We 
give thanks that all is now well, and we pray for Joseph’s continued 
recovery.  

We pray for Pat Fuller, who has recently received treatment in Adelaide 
Ward of RBH and for others continuing to recover from or receive 
treatment, including Andrea Dewing, and Hilary Campbell 

Carrie King 
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Update from the Finance team  

I would like to pay tribute to all those 
who worked through a very 
challenging 2018 with me and in 
particular to the help given to me by 
Alistair Knox as he handed over the 
reins of Treasurer. I could not have 
done this without his support. I am 
also pleased to report that the 2017 
accounts have all been 
independently examined and 
signed off. Again, my thanks to 
Alistair Knox, Tony Durrant and Claire Connell for their hard work. 

I must also thank Tony for his time as Assistant Treasurer which ended in 
December. Tony worked on the unglamorous Tax refunds and rebates 
which is a vital part of our income.  

I am pleased to welcome Rod King to the post and I am sure he is 
looking forward to getting to grips with the delights of these ‘back 
room’ tasks! It is a great comfort to have a Treasury ‘team’.  

To streamline the duties on a weekly basis for Rod and the duty Elders, 
he will be collecting the loose offertory and this will be banked on a 
monthly basis, so if you are paying by cheque please be aware that 
there may be a delay before the cheque is presented. 

It had also been good to welcome Becky Jemmott to the post of 
Centre and Finance administrator. Becky will be undertaking some 
additional financial duties in the coming months, as our lettings activity 
has increased and we are now almost at full capacity seven days a 
week.  

It is good that our buildings are used and seen by our local community 
as a resource in which they feel welcome. This however brings its own 
challenges and we need to strike the right balance and be able to 
adequately care for the building and the people using it. 

As many of you will know we had a difficult start to last year but by 
taking some positive action and with the receipt of an unexpected 
legacy, we ended the year in a much stronger position.  
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We are now looking forward to planning some much needed 
maintenance and improvements to the buildings together with some 
new initiatives for outreach and in particular work with children and 
young people.  

We also hope that 2019 will see a new Minister in post who will be able 
to support us on our spiritual journey and our witness to our community. 

Yvette Gayford (Treasurer) 

Sharing the Vision  

The January-February edition of Sharing the Vision is now available to 
download from our website www.urcwessex.org.uk  

It is called "Sharing the Vision – January-February edition" and is 
available in both Word and pdf formats.  

Links to both versions can be found in the scrolling news section or by 
clicking on the Newsletter icon. 

Date for Your Diary - Church Camp 

This year's church family camp will be held on the weekend of 21st - 
23rd June at White Mark Farm, Watlington.  

Camp has been going for over 10 years now and is a great way to 
spend time together in the beautiful Oxfordshire countryside.  

Watch out for further details in the coming months and we hope you 
can join us! 

Helen 
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Lent Study Course 2019 

During Lent this year, as with many previous years, all house groups, plus 
anyone else who would like to attend, will meet together on a Monday 
evening, 7.30-9.00pm, to study a Lent course based on a film.  

This year we are looking at The Long Road 
to Heaven – a Lent course based on the 
film ‘The Way’.  

This Lent resource explores Christian 
understandings of salvation in a five-part 
study course based on the film The Way. 
Starring Martin Sheen as a bereaved 
father, this soulful and uplifting film 
observes a group of pilgrims walking the 
Way of St James to Santiago de 
Compostela.  

As it follows their journey of inner 
transformation the course examines 
Biblical accounts and images of salvation 
past, present and future and addresses the 
questions: What are we saved from? What 
are we saved for? Who can be saved? 
What do we have to do to be saved? How 
are we saved? 

Dates and venues will be as follows: 

 Monday 11th March Church  show film  
 Monday 18th March  Upper Room  study 
 Monday 25th March  Upper Room  study 
 Monday 1st April   Church  study  
 Monday 8th April   Upper Room  study 
 Monday 15th April  Upper Room  study 

I Hope to see you there. 

Carrie 
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Christian Aid Christmas Appeal 

This is to thank all of the people at Park 
Church who donated to the Christian Aid 
Christmas Appeal. We raised £640.25, 
including gift aid, which is a wonderful gift and will make an impact on 
their worldwide humanitarian projects. 

This Christmas efforts were focused on helping to bring peace to 
children affected by war and conflict.  

For example Naziha was only three years old when her family were 
forced to flee when fighting broke out in the refugee camp where they 
lived. Some four hundred people were killed. The family were left with 
nothing, their home and possessions were destroyed. They went to 
another camp where conditions were awful. They lived in a school 
playground divided by tarpaulins with two families in each small space. 

Now through Christian Aid Naziha is seeing Diana Abbas, a trained 
psychologist, who is helping her to conquer her fears and find peace. 
Naziha says ‘Diana helps me and all the advice she gives me I share 
with my friends when they have the same problems’. Her mother has 
seen a big difference in Naziha since she started her treatment. She 
says ‘Naziha used to be very fearful, but she sits and talks to Diana and 
gradually here fears have become much less’. 

There are many other examples where brave people working on the 
front line as peacemakers in different parts of the world are making a 
real difference to the lives of people affected by conflict. It is due to 
the generosity of people like those at Park Church that Christian Aid are 
able to support this valuable work. 

I have been asked to pass on thanks from Christian Aid to Park Church. 
These funds go to support projects which help the poorest people in the 
world. 

Chris Gayford 
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you to all who have helped or are helping me to fill the slots in 
the visiting preachers’ list. We are continuing to do well but Roger and I 
would love to hear from anyone who thinks they could either lead a 
service or be involved in any way.  

It is wonderful to have the mix of visiting preachers and the people from 
our own congregation to lead worship each week. Please see below 
the updated list of preachers who will lead morning worship over the 
next two months. 

February 

 3rd February: Colin Ferguson 
 10th February: Robert Dimmick 
 17th February: Scott Wheeler 
 24th February: Rev Martyn Neads 

March 

 3rd March: Rev Alan Holmes 
 10th March: Martin Parsons and Simon King 
 17th March: Rev Peter Crooks 
 24th March: Peter Ferguson 
 31st March: Rebecca Bullard 

Many thanks. 

Julia Marsh 

Christian Charity Heads Team To End Child Slavery  

World Vision has partnered with War Child and the UK Department for 
International Development to launch a four-year programme aimed at 
eradicating child slavery in Ethiopia, Central African Republic and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  

The charities, aiming to change the lives of over 12,000 children, will 
mentor leaders in tackling child labour and bringing perpetrators to 
justice. 

from Reform Magazine  
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Fairtrade Fortnight  

This takes place 25th February to 10th March and Gaye will 
be supporting this by selling Fairtrade goods on the two 
Sundays after church in David’s Hall. 

Please remember those who have picked the tea and made many of 
the craft items and waiting funds in the many countries involved 
especially in light of the Traidcraft restructure.  

Gaye 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates  

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home on every 2nd 
Wednesday of the month for these Songs of Praise Services from 2.30 – 
3.30 pm.  

 13th February 
 13th March 
 10th April 
 8th May 
 12th June 
 10th July 
 August – holidays 
 11th September 
 9th October 
 13th November 
 11th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.  

Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival. 

Julia Marsh 
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Bridge Builders Course  

The Bridge Builders course helps us to change how we handle conflict 
and is useful for Ministers and lay people. 

The course will be held at Fleet URC, 25 Kings Road, Fleet, Hampshire, 
GU51 3AF at 10.30am – 2.30pm.  

Saturday 2 March 2019  

 1. Let’s talk about Conflict 
 2. Our Theology and Attitudes 

Saturday 6 April 2019 

 3. Communicating Better 
 4. Getting Unstuck 

Saturday 11 May 2019 

 5. Beyond Default Mode 
 6. Recognising Emotional Process 

Saturday 1 June 2019 

 7. Changing how we do conflict 
 8. Becoming Bridge Builders 

Participants should plan to attend all the sessions. 

Safeguarding Training 

There is a new date for Safeguarding Training on Saturday 9 March 2019 
at Woking URC White Rose Lane, Woking, GU22 7HA from 10am – 4pm 
(arrivals and registration from 9.30am). Please bring your own lunch. 
Tea/coffee will be provided. Please book your place by contacting the 
Synod Office. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer 

For Earley and East Reading this will take place at St Luke’s church at 
2.00pm on 1st March 2019.  Please support and come along to hear this 
lively service put together by the women in Slovenia.  The mayor will be 
in attendance.  
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Flowers in Church 

Many thanks to all friends who have kindly 
provided flowers in church during the last year, 
they do make the church so welcoming and 
are very much appreciated by their recipients 
afterwards. 

The new rota is now up in the hallway, but 
unfortunately, there are quite a few weeks 
when we do not have anyone covered to 
provide flowers. If you feel able to provide a 
some one week, please add your name to the 
list - it doesn't matter how much is spent and you certainly don't need 
to be a flower arranger! Your thoughts are what counts.  

If you would like any further information, please talk to me 

Helen 

First Friday Footpaths 

If you, like me, love to get out in the fresh air and walk, then this might 
be for you! Rod and I were thinking that it would be lovely to get 
together for some ‘footpath fellowship’ and, to make it easier to 
remember when, we thought the first Friday of the month would be a 
good idea.  

Our idea is to try to have a mixed route each time where some folk 
could take the gentler option, while others could go for the more 
strenuous way, but always involving a stop for refreshment together.  

If you would like to register your interest, please contact Carrie and Rod 
soon so that we can start making plans! The first outing will hopefully be 
on Friday 1st March. 

Carrie 
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Crossfire Youth Camp May 2019 

Crossfire is a weekend youth Christian camp which is run by GEAR 
(Group for Evangelism and Renewal in the United Reformed Church in 
conjunction with URC Youth.  

It has been running for over 35 year and this year event is being held 
from 24 to 27 May at Stathern Lodge in Leicestershire. Bookings are now 
open to young people aged 12 and upwards at a cost of £40, with an 
Early Bird offer or £30 available until 30 March. And if you don't have 
your own tent you can arrange to hire one for a nominal fee.  

It’s a fun weekend of talks, small group sessions, sung worship led by the 
Crossfire worship band and fantastic cooked food. Expect a great 
weekend of learning more about Jesus, fun activities and meeting new 
people. The main speaker for the event will be Yan Nicholls and you 
can find out more about him on the website. 

The Great JAC Bake Off  

21st Feb 6pm-7:30pm is JAC's 2nd event of our 
birthday celebrations we're holding a Bake Off 
competition. Bring your baked entries to JAC before 
4pm on Thursday 21st Feb. 

Competition categories:  

 Best Cupcakes (U12's) £1 
 Best Showstopper Cake £5 
 Best Taste (free) 

6pm doors and votes open, 7:15 voting closes, 7:30 winners 
announced. We'll be holding a cake sale once the judges have voted 
for Best Cupcake and Best Showstopper with the Best Taste being 
voted by you, the public, so come and eat some cake, meet other 
JAC supporters and share JAC stories. 

If you would like to enter into any of the categories please contact 
office@jacoutreach.org for a competition form (entries can be 
submitted on the day but at an extra charge of +£1) 
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Healing Seminars 

Here is some information received from Peter Ferguson who led our 
worship last November and is due to preach for us again in March. 
Please note that Peter has also pointed out that it is important to do 
these seminars in sequence. 

Healing Seminars with Fr Nicholas Broadbridge of Douai Abbey, who 
has run healing workshops for more than 30 years. 

  Seminar 1. Healing of Memories, 16 February 2019 
  Seminar 2. Deliverance, 9 March 2019 
  Seminar 3. Gift & Gifts of the Spirit, 30 March 2019 
  Seminar 4. Healing Families, 6 April 2019 

St. Joseph’s Church Hall, Berkshire Drive, Tilehurst, RG31 5JJ from 10am-
5pm 

Anyone wishing to attend a seminar must send Fr Nicholas an email 
saying that they wish to attend, as he sends handouts to read and 
“homework” to prepare before attendance. 

Please contact Fr Nicholas: Nicholas@douaiabbey.org.uk If you don’t 
have email, please phone him on: 0118 971 5372 Please bring bible and 
food to share. An offering of £15 is acceptable. 

Many people report a tangible experience of God’s peace from 
attending the day, and healing can occur in many ways. Moreover, 
some people repeat the seminars as they learn more each time.” 

Julia 

The Harry Ensemble Quiz Night  

Earley St Peter’s Church Hall on Saturday 2nd March 2019 at 6.00 p.m. 
Tickets £15 to include a Ploughman’s Supper & complimentary glass of 
wine or soft drink  

For tickets please apply, before 28th February, to: Ann Munday, any 
member of the choir or Maggi Ratcliffe 01985 840405 
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A Winter Sunday prayer  

Gracious God, we’ve come to you again this day in a place we love 
and with people we care for. This winter Sunday doesn’t feel all that 
special but we thank you for it anyway, and for the familiarity of this 
place of prayer where so much is celebrated throughout  the year.  

Thank you for the bricks, the wood, the decoration, the architecture of 
this place where we bring our joys and sorrows week by week. And 
thank you for the ‘living stones’ - the people with whom we share this 
place.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Winter weather has us in its grip, and we try hard to keep warm and to 
minimise the discomfort. We pray for those who are especially 
vulnerable in cold weather, the elderly, the housebound and the sick.  

We pray for some who are known to us, and for many who are not 
known to us. And in particular we pray that everyone in our community 
will be good neighbours, alert and thoughtful, and actively aware of 
vulnerable people around us.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Winter has its own compensations - evenings in, hot drinks, football on 
the television, the pleasure of warming up. the joy of a snug home. 
Give us, Father, quiet pleasure in simple things, so that out of the 
ordinary experiences of life we may have a growing confidence in your 
kindly presence in every place and at every time.  

We pray for those who especially need that assurance at the moment, 
the ‘knowledge within knowledge’ that you are present, and in your 
presence is comfort, hope and peace. So we name in our hearts some 
people in particular need of that assurance - people who are ill, or 
anxious, or lonely, or afraid. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Winter is a time of looking back and looking forward. We look back with 
thankfulness to the warm summer days, the garden, the holidays, even 
the threats of water shortage!  

But we also look forward to the first stirrings of nature, the lengthening 
days, the first time the sun feels warm again, the sight of snowdrops and 
daffodils.  
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In the meantime, Creator God of every season of the year, enable us 
to wait patiently and enjoy the particular gifts of every time and 
season. Keep us present to each present moment.  

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.  

Gracious God of every season and every mood,  

in spring we shall know your faithfulness,  

in summer we shall know your abundance,  

in autumn we shall know your completeness,  

in winter we shall know your rest,  

and all in the blessed company of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Yvette Gayford 

News from Reform Magazine 

Global Church Calls For Justice In Nigeria  

Organisations jointly representing more than 600 million evangelical 
Christians called for prayer and justice, to mark the first anniversary, in 
February 2019, of Leah Sharibu’s capture by Boko Haram terrorists. The 
organisations, including the World Evangelical Alliance, asked for the 
Nigerian government to do more to free Leah and other hostages, and 
to end the violence. They also called on the international community to 
better address the persecution of minorities. 

Lenten Prayer Guide  

A resource has been produced to assist prayer for the night-time 
economy during Lent. The booklet includes reflections and suggestions 
for action, highlighting the work of social action organisations like Street 
Angels.  
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Church Contacts 

Minister ..................................... currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   
    e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ...................  Becky Jemmott 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5pm Beavers 
 7pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:16pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)  
 8pm ACO (2nd Wednesday) 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:15pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 

 


